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CALL FOR APPLICATIONS
Jerusalem Masterclass Biblical Studies and Archaeology 2027

of the Academic Year in Theology — Jerusalem

Biblical text and archaeological find, seminar room and excavation site, German and Israeli scholarship:
in 2027, the Academic Year in Theology — Jerusalem (Theologisches Studienjahr Jerusalem) is launching,
for the first time, a three-week Masterclass in Biblical Studies and Archaeology. As a new research
format, it brings together TSJ students, doctoral candidates and postdocs specializing in biblical studies
and archaeology with Israeli and international early-career researchers — for collaborative scholarly work
on biblical texts and archaeological findings, directly at the historical site.

Dates and Location
»  Period: February 15 — March 5, 2027 (three weeks)

» Location: Theologisches Studienjahr Jerusalem, Beit Josef, Dormition Abbey, Jerusalem

Program

The Masterclass centers on international scholarly exchange with local and international institutions.
This year with Bar-llan University (Ramat Gan), the Ecole Biblique et Archéologique Francaise (Jerusalem)
and the Johannes Gutenberg-University (Mainz). Alongside joint textual work, the program also includes
archaeological excursions and site visits.

During the Masterclass, each early-career researcher is given a presentation slot to share their own
research project in relation to this academic year's theme, "Body — Place — Thing: Theological
Perspectives on Materiality.” Selected contributions may subsequently be published in the Yearbook of
Theologisches Studienjahr Jerusalem.

The Masterclass aims to foster networking within the scientific community and opens up concrete
follow-up opportunities: the collaborative work can lead to topics for theses and doctoral projects, joint
publications, and, in the long term, subsequent projects, teaching formats, and third-party funding
initiatives involving the participating institutions.

What We Offer
» Support for international research cooperation and the development of lasting academic
networks

* Encounter and collaborative, Jewish-Christian engagement with biblical texts

« Insight into cultural and memorial work on site including engagement with the reception of the
Bible at the Yad Vashem memorial



» Afully organized stay, including accommodation, meals, teaching and excursions

» A dedicated presentation slot to present your own research project along with a chance to be
published in the Theological Study Year's Yearbook

Requirements
* Hebraicum and Graecum
«  Status: doctoral candidates or postdocs in biblical studies or biblical archaeology

« Under 35 years of age (parental leave is taken into account)

Funding

Participation is funded through scholarships. The TSJ actively supports applicants in finding suitable
foundations. Upon acceptance to the Masterclass, invited participants apply for an individual
scholarship. Participation with full self-funding is also possible. Costs for accommodation, meals,
excursions and teaching amount to approximately €1,700. Costs for flights and international travel
health insurance for the three-week stay are not included.

Application and Deadlines

«  Application period: October 1-18, 2026
* Notification of applicants: October 23, 2026

Documents to be Submitted

Applying for the Masterclass (also with a view to potential scholarship funders) requires the following
documents:

« Letter of motivation (max. 1 page, DIN A4)

* (CVincluding a list of publications from the past three years

*  Summary of the research project (max. 1 page, DIN A4), related to the planned stay and, in
particular, to this year's theme "Body — Place — Thing: Theological Perspectives on Materiality”

* Letter of recommendation from the supervising academic

Contact

Please send your documents as a single PDF file by October 18, 2026, to: office@studienjahr.de. For any
questions, please also feel free to contact us at this address.
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